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THE SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY 



THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DE- 
FENSE 

The Council of National Defense and 
its advisory commission, composed of 
civilians, have decided to appoint seven 
committees to further develop the pro- 
gram for the mobilization of the re- 
sources of the country. They have is- 
sued the following statement: 

The program of the council and com- 
mission has for its object the provision 
of an adequate military and naval de- 
fense based on an adequate industrial 
and commercial coordination and prepa- 
ration. To attain this end, a definite, 
immediate and continuing program is 
being worked out. 

The commission has divided into com- 
mittees. A member of the commission 
is the chairman of each of the com- 
mittees. Committees have been formed 
to take charge of the following subjects, 
and other committees will be formed as 
they may be needed. 

A. Medicine, including general sani- 
tation, Commissioner Franklin H. Mar- 
tin, chairman. 

B. Labor, including conservation of 
health and welfare of workers, Commis- 
sioner Samuel Gompers, chairman. 

C. Transportation and communica- 
tion, Commissioner Daniel Willard, 
chairman. 

D. Science and research, including 
engineering and education, Commis- 
sioner Hollis Godfrey, chairman. 

E. Kaw materials, minerals and met- 
als, Commissioner Bernard Baruch, 
chairman. 

F. Munitions, manufacturing, inclu- 
ding standardization and industrial rela- 
tions, Commissioner Howard Coffin, 
chairman. 

G. Supplies, including food, clothing, 
etc., Commissioner Julius Eosenwald, 
chairman. 

The chairman of each committee will 
call a series of conferences with repre- 
sentatives of trades, businesses or pro- 
fessions. At such conferences the rep- 
resentatives shall be asked to organize 
so as to deal with the council through 
one man or through a committee of not 
more than three men, to whom the coun- 
cil shall submit problems which may af- 
fect the national defense and welfare. 

One or more members of the council 
will meet the conferees and set forth the 
desires of the government and its needs. 



To quote the words of the enabling act, 
these needs are "the creation of rela- 
tions which will render possible in time 
of need the immediate concentration and 
utilization of the resources of the na- 
tion. ' ' 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death of 
Edward Dyer Peters, professor of metal- 
lurgy, and Charles J. White, professor 
emeritus of mathematics, Harvard Uni- 
versity; of Arnold Valentine Stuben- 
rauch, professor of pomology, Univer- 
sity of California; of Jules Dejerine, the 
French neurologist, and of Friedrieh 
Hahn, who occupied the chair of geog- 
raphy at Konigsberg. 

The portrait by Henry Ulke of Jos- 
eph Henry, first secretary of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, has been transferred 
by a senate resolution, from the eapitol 
to the Smithsonian Institution, where it 
has been hung in the National Gallery 
of Art, in the new building of the Na- 
tional Museum. — The library of the late 
Professor Hugo Mtinsterberg has been 
given to Harvard University by a group 
of his friends. The library consists of 
about 10,000 books, reprints, pamphlets, 
manuscripts, charts and other papers. 

Dr. "Vernon M. Slipher, for many 
years chief assistant at the Lowell Ob- 
servatory, known for his spectroscopic 
researches, has been appointed director 
of the Lowell Observatory in succession 
to the late Percival Lowell. 

The National Canners' Association 
has offered Harvard University the sum 
of $20,000 annually for a period of 
three years to carry on an investigation 
of food poisoning or so-called ptomaine 
poisoning, with special reference to 
canned goods. The offer has been ac- 
cepted by the university, with the un- 
derstanding that the investigation shall 
be conducted and the results thereof 
published with entire academic freedom. 
The study will be made at the Medical 
School under the direction of Dr. M. J. 
Eosenau, professor of preventive medi- 
cine and hygiene. 



